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BOOK REVIEWS 

ing of the inadequacy of his cursory review, without one contention, 
namely, that the author, in his probably conscious limitation of his 
polemic to theories underlying criminal law, utterly fails to do justice 
to the richness of human experience. It would be gratifying if one found 
somewhere in the volume acknowledgment that we are at the very be- 
ginning of things in regard to the understanding of criminality. The 
development of psychology, particularly the possibility of the future in 
the understanding of genetic processes, may be very great and already 
there has been acquired a mass of information, the realization of which 
gives one a feeling that any such discussion of bare theories does not 
tally with the varieties of human experience in criminality. The re- 
viewer dares to say that growing appreciation of the underlying springs 
of conduct may well lead to the overthrow of many theoretical principles 
of criminal law, and that after a time we may see the value of the well 
known lines from the poet whom Nagler himself draws on for a fore- 
word, "Grau, theurer Freund, ist alle Theorie und griin des Lebens 
goldner Baum." 

Chicago. William Healt. 

The Influence op Newspaper Peesentations Upon the Growth 

of Crime and Other Anti-Social Activity. By Frances Fenton. 

Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 1911. Pp. 96. 

This thesis presents the results of a study of certain representative 
American newspapers with a view of ascertaining the amount of anti- 
social matter contained therein and its percentage of the whole news 
matter. There is obviously a question of classification involved on 
which there might be much difference of opinion. This seems to be 
allowed for, however, in the author's final statement of the results. 
She states that the highest percentage of the kind of news which is an 
obvious medium of suggestion considered on the basis of a comparison 
of news alone is 20.02, and the lowest 5.91; while an estimate based upon 
all mention of anti-social news makes the highest percentage 42.47, and 
the lowest 18.90. A study is also made of certain specific cases in which 
newspaper publications definitely influenced anti-social acts. The author 
concludes that the newspaper leads to anti-social activity in a number of 
ways. "These may be summed up by saying that it influences people 
directly, both unconsciously and consciously, to commit anti-social acts. 
It also has a more indirect anti-social influence on public opinion dur- 
ing criminal trials through its accounts of these trials and through its 
partisan selection of evidence; and, finally, it aids in building up anti- 
social standards, and thus in preparing the way for anti-social acts." 

The author urges that suggestive anti-social matters should be 
excluded from the newspaper; not that all mention of such matters 
should be excluded; indeed it is desirable that the public be informed 
on crime and anti-social matters. But the news which gives them the 
information should not be couched in terms or details which make it 
criminally suggestive or factually misleading but should be confined 
to correct statements of fact. It is suggested that we read new and 
adequately enforced laws defining strictly the power of newspapers to 
deal with news, analogous to those regarding the use of the mails, 
billboards, etc.; that public opinion needs to be educated to support 
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such laws, and further investigation of the relation of newspaper sug- 
gestion to crime should be made in order to establish a better basis 
for action in regard to the newspapers. 

Warren, Pa. Edward Lindsey. 

The Ante-Mortem and Post-Mortem Examinations of the Crim- 
inal, John Junkins. By H. J. H. Hoeve, M. D., Illinois Medi- 
cal Journal, Vol. XX, No. 2, pages 149-173. 

This is an elaborate technical account of the results of an exami- 
nation of what the author calls a born criminal. Dr. Hoeve, having 
studied Junkins, who was a colored murderer, during his trial, became 
convinced that a normal human being could not have done what this 
man was doing unless he was diseased or defective. Certain physical 
characteristics such as an enormous mandible, beef-like neck, the long 
upper extremities to which the hands were fitted like the blade of a 
spade, the large feet, etc., seemed to speak for the possibility of an 
atypically constructed brain and "therefore," says Dr. Hoeve, "I had no 
hesitation in pronouncing him a born criminal." 

There follows a brief account of the family history of Junkins. His 
father died of delirium tremens ; all of his father's relatives were drink- 
ers. One of his mother's brothers had been a convict in the penitentiary 
for five years, and another brother was sent to jail for a holdup. One of 
his sisters had disease of the thyroid gland. There were no cases of 
insanity on either side of the family. 

As to his personal history: Junkins was born August 6, 1886, in 
Ottumwa. By necessity he was early a tin-can tramp. His early habitat 
was as undesirable as could be imagined. Habitually he was addicted 
early in his life to alcoholics ; he was extremely cruel, and withal he would 
willingly steal for a friend and never go back on a pal. 

His early surroundings apparently brought forth his criminal traits, 
and at the age of nine years the boy was committed to a reform school 
for committing a robbery. After six and a half years he made his escape, 
after which he roamed the country and acquired all the vices which 
theretofore had been unknown to him. 

On April 12, 1905, when he was nineteen years old, he was sen- 
tenced to the penitentiary for a term of five years for robbery. During 
this imprisonment he was punished at various times for insolence and 
bad behavior in his cell. 

On February 5, 1909, twenty-four days after his release from prison, 
he committed a most brutal murder for which he was sent to prison June 
2, 1909, and later condemned to hang July 29, 1910. On the latter date 
he was duly executed. 

We have in the above an exceedingly bad personal and family his- 
tory. And now the author goes on to describe minutely the results of 
the macroscopic and microscopic examination of the murderer's body. It 
is impossible in the space available for review to refer to all the con- 
tents of this study and we are compelled therefore to limit ourselves to 
general results. 

A careful dissection of the body showed that the anomalies greatly 
surpass the average number found in criminals. The author names in 
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